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1017 Craven Road is a contemporary duplex project in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  
Although initially designed to satisfy the needs of two young, single architects, it 
also has the capability of being converted into a single family residence.  The basic 
concept for the project is based on the attempt to maximize both the usable indoor 
area, and the amount of open, accessible green space on a tight urban site with 
zoning bylaws that restrict allowable area and building footprint.  

The house achieves maximum area by lifting the bulk of the living spaces one story 
above grade.  With the house lifted in the air, the ground plane is free to act as 
entry; parking area; accessible green space; and a double height connection to the 
large basement area.  To further make use of this basement studio, the backyard 
grade has been lowered to allow a small, courtyard walk out, accessed through 
large sliding glass doors.

The two floors above ground level have been planned with maximum efficiency in 
mind.  They are essentially open studio plans with a centrally located washroom, 
kitchen and service core.  The remaining area is open, clear span space on either 
side of the service core.  To the east is a bedroom or family room area, large enough 
to be separated into two rooms. To the west, a linear kitchen with a corian bar, lead-
ing to a large dining room and living area.  Above the two living units (or consoli-
dated single family living area) is a large roof deck space with plans for significant 
roof top planting.  

In essence, the house uses a simple, contemporary design strategy to maximize 
indoor living space, while at the same time, creating more than 100 % open, acces-
sible, and functional outdoor green space.  1017 Craven Road is a small, urban 
‘tower’ home on a quiet laneway street.
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BASEMENT PLAN 04
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  100 LEVEL/ SITE PLAN 05
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200 LEVEL PLAN DRAWING 06
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300 LEVEL PLAN DRAWING 07
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ROOF LEVEL PLAN DRAWING 08
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WEST(FRONT) AND NORTH (SIDE) ELEVATIONS 09
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EAST (REAR) AND SOUTH (SIDE) ELEVATIONS 10
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